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Hitchin and a few years later moved to Girton village, just outside
Cambridge. Newnham College was founded at Cambridge in
18713 and the similar colleges at Oxford a few years later, but
not till after the first great war were they given fbll membership
within the university. As for schools, Miss Buss started the
North London Collegiate School in 1850 and handed over the
property to trustees in 1870, thus founding the first public day-
school for girls in the opening year of our period. She continued
to direct it till 1893. The Cheltenham Ladies' College, the first
girls' public school for boarders, was founded in 1854 and Miss
Beale ruled it as headmistress from 1858 to 1906. Miss Buss and
Miss Beale had long reigns and in their own small spheres they
were figures as tremendous and awe-inspiring as Queen Victoria
herself. But good secondary education for girls of all classes and
neighbourhoods was hardly available till the coming of the
county schools after the Education Act of 1902. Probably a
majority of the girls' boarding schools were founded after the
end of the first great war. In the sphere of elementary education
in the schools of the poor, boys and girls had been treated alike
from the start, though so long as such education was voluntary
more boys were sent to school than girls.

With die coming of education the demand for admission to the
learned professions was hard to resist* but it was not overcome
without strenuous resistance in many cases, especially in the
medical profession. As for full citizenship in the political sense,
Mill introduced a woman suffrage (i.e. votes for women) amend-
ment to the Reform Bill of 1867, but it was regarded by most
people as a feeble joke. The parliamentary vote and the right to
a seat in parliament was not granted to women till 1918^ after a
fierce struggle which will be described in its place. The vote in
local government elections came earlier. In 1882 single (but
not married) women were permitted to vote, if qualified on other
grounds, in borough council elections. In 1894 all women, if
qualified on other grounds, were permitted not only to vote but
to present themselves -as candidates at all local government
elections.

It is a curious fact that Queen Victoria consistently opposed
what she called ctiis mad and wicked folly of women's rights'.

Population.   1870, or rather a year very shortly afterwards,